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. [ The CI4 Above the Law? B
v - President Johnson probably will be asked o _ i
' to remind the CIA that it is not above the e I
- law. \An appeal to him is being planned m™ e : |
- connection with a case now pending in Fed-y .~ . - . ‘ :
. eral court in Baltimore. 1t is a suit for dam., = ° e Y
. - L ages by a man who charges that he was A . S oo
LR oy falsely. accused of being a Soviet agent by . ’
' j-an employe of the CIA. S :
{ . The hush-hush agency, however, has re.\; '_
. fused to allow its employe to make a depo-’. °
krsition, and it has asked that the case be 1
- thrown out of court. Its claim is that the
, } accusation was made under orders, and that, :
- ~ { the employe therefore was speaking for the K )
v x Government which, of course, cannot be sued., "
L F The CIA, like the FBI before it, fears that;; :
* Gits secrets might be revealed in testimony’] "’
'{véundver oath, But are CIA secrets entitled to i
v greater protection than the law affords an i
. o S . . [ American citizen? And what of the amazing
T T ST 0 Eimplications of the CIA's theory? _ 5
A © ¢ Under it, an employe of the CIA or almost : e
4 « - ['any other Govérnment agency might be or- d o N
: ‘. 7. pdered by a relatively minor official to black- ] T C
4 - | en reputations or otherwise violate the rights -, R
R : L . rof citizents. Yet there would be no way of'j SRR
Y o © 7. ‘Fholding the agent or his superior to account- -+ S
P S © s |ability, There would be no way of assuring + TR
T S e a citizen of justice. That's how it is in a }, RER EE
1 r'police state. { : EIRN 1
25 The CIA would not become involved in': Cod 3
-~ o, lsituations such as this one if it confined it- A RS 1
: Lo Tl Uself to gathering information—and, we trust, j . i) 3
AT T -0 [solid, factual information—and avoided overt'd . ¢ - ST '
B S ' ., ‘activities at home and abroad. Unless the{ - P T
) LR -~ % sAmerican philosophy of government is rad-'\ e E
P T jically changed, Federal agents canmnot be aue, - BN ;'ﬁ :
BRI . fthorized arrogantly to violate the life, repu-§ - .. N :
: e - ytation or property of citizens. So.if the o ‘
: LR en e L attitude of t-h? CIA in the Baltimore affair is- 0 E
F R -~ {not changed, the courts should unleash the"; _ e ‘
, o L gfu.ll authority of the law against palpable i TR L 4
) lcqn;empt. o : o S N A I 3
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